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Background of recent ad hoc research project
r

“A study on ACTS and credit transfer systems of ASEAN+3 nations”
(Contract based research project with the Ministry of Education, Japan)
[February 1 ~March 31, 2010]

1.Motivation: The recent development of discussions among ASEAN+3
nations regarding the promotion of student mobility in the region (esp.
the speech of Prime Minister Hatoyama at the Trilateral Summit of
China-Japan-ROK, October 2009)

2. Purpose: To study current credit and grading (transfer) systems of all
13 “ASEAN+3” nations

3.Research team: Nearly 30 researchers in the Asian region joined this
research project and conducted field research in most of 13 nations.

4.Findings: At this stage, it is too early to show a comparative chart.
However, there were some general tendencies.
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Similarities and Differences in Asia
[N 1

1.Hours of Student Workload (including internship, lab work,
field work, etc): China (40-45), Japan (45), Cambodia (45),
Indonesia (46), Malaysia (40), the Philippines (51), NTU in
Singapore (39), Thailand (45)

2.Most Asian countries require 4 years to earn a B.A, except
In Malaysia (3 years) and Laos (5 years but planning to
change it into 4 years)

3.Two patterns of academic calendar in case of 2 semester
system

[IChina (9-1, 3-7); ROK (9-2, 3-8); Brunei (8-12, 1-5);
Indonesia (9-1, 2-6); Laos (9-1, 2-6); Singapore (8-12, 1-5);
Vietnam (9-1, 2-5/6)

[ICambodia (11-5, 5-10); Myanmar (12-5, 6-11); Thailand (11-
2, 6-9); the Philippines (11-3, 6-10)
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Key concepts, key issues, & some proposals
r

1. “Convergence” in the Bologna Process, but
“Permeability” in Asian harmonization process

2. One Asian Credit = 1.6 ECTS
(40-50h of workload) (40-48h of workload)

3. Asia needs a “RANGE” (i.e., 48-56 ECTS) , but not
a single “60” of ECTS/ACTS points per year.

4. Learning outcomes are very important !

However, one standard of qualification framework
may not be applicable to higher education
Institutions in Asia due to the vast differences
among institutions (academic excellence,
financial disparity, etc)
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1. Importance of “Permeability” in Asia

1Fs

“Convergence” as a key concept of the Bologna
Process, but a major restructuring of the system in
Europe

“Harmonization” process in Asian higher education
and the development of ACTS by SEAMEO and AUN

“Globalization” for international competition, but also
for “Lifelong Learning” (acceptance of different
educational backgrounds)

Improvement of “Permeability” in Asia:
Establishment of educational recognition system
which allows students to transfer their educational
experiences from one institution to another without
any biased judgment
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2. Proposal: one Asian credit = 1.6 ECTS

General Trends in Asia and Europe

ASIA EUROPE
Total # of years for an 4 years 3 years
undergraduate program
Total # of credits towards graduation  120-140 180 ECTS
Average # of credits per year 30-35 60 ECTS
Hours of student workload per credit  40-50 hours 25-30 hours
Total hours of workload per year 1200-1750 h 1500-1800 h
Total hours of workload necessary for
e oo Y1 4800-7000 h 4500-5400 h
Proposed transfer scheme 1 credit 1.6 ECTS
Proposed workload concept 40-50 hours 40-48 hours

This chart has been developed based upon research done by Hotta (2010). The
proposed numbers do not represent the opinion of the Japanese government.
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3. Proposal:48-56 ECTS/ACTS points per year
r

1. If one Asian credit = 1.6 ECTS, the following are
appropriate estimates

Estimate of ECTS for Asian credits

Conversion from Asian credit to Asian credit ECTS
ECTS (equivalence)
# of credits 1 credit 1.6 ECTS
Estimate of ECTS per year 30-35 48-56
Estimate of hours of 1200-
workload per year 1680hours

This chart has been made based upon research done by Hotta (2010). The
estimated numbers do not represent the opinion of the Japanese government.
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4. Importance of learning outcomes for syllabus
r

1. Combined use of ECTS/ACTS and Learning
Outcomes in syllabus to describe what each
class offers (Utilize experiences of TUNING
project) [See the example]

2. However, Asian higher education institutions are
vastly different from each other in terms of
academic excellence, administrative capacity,
Institutional leadership, financial conditions, etc.

3. Thus, one standard of qualification framework
may not be successfully implemented in an
actual setting
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Future collaboration between Asia and Europe
r

1. Focus on the development of “Permeable framework ” for
the internationalization of higher education in Asia and
the Pacific

2. Promote ECTS/ACTS/UCTS types of tools based on
student’s workload, not contact hours

3. Promote the creation of a syllabus & “Diploma
Supplement” type of transcript with ECTS/ACTS /UCTS
and learning outcomes (genetic and subject
competencies) for each class and program

4. Develop joint study curriculums for student mobility in
Asia and Europe

5. Those promotions will bring more “mutual trust” and
better quality assurance among Asian and European
higher education institutions
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Part 2

Introduction of UMAP D, UCTS 2, & USCO 3)
Development and Operation

DUMAP = University Mobility in Asia and Pacific
) UCTS = UMAP Credit Transfer System
3)USCO = UMAP Student Connection Online
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UMAP-UCTS objectives

1. To facilitate greater student mobility in the
region by providing a framework for
establishing credit transfer arrangements

2. To increase student mobility by overcoming
iImpediments to credit transfer

3. To ensure that credit is received by students
for quality and achievement of the study
undertaken when on exchange with other
universities
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Development and organization of UMAP?
r

1. UMAP (University Mobility in Asia and Pacific) was
proposed by Australia in 1991

2. Voluntary association of governmental and non-
governmental organizations for student mobility in Asia
and Pacific

3. 20 full member states, i.e., Australia, Bangladesh, Brunel
Darussalam, Ecuador, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, South
Korea, Macao, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, the Reunion, Taiwan,
Thailand, and Vietnam as of June 2009

4. UMAP has developed UCTS (UMAP Credit Transfer
Scheme) which modeled after ECTS for student mobility
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Promotion of UMAP and UCTS in Japan

1.

Actual promotion started in 1998 with the
establishment of “International Secretariat office”
In Tokyo

. In 2000, Japan started UMAP scholarships for

exchange students (see Next Table)

. From 2000, UMAP National Committee started to

organize various workshops to promote UMAP
and UCTS in Japan as well as other Asian nations

In 2001, summer “UMAP Leaders’ Programs”
started. However, it lasted only until 2003

. Also, the government developed “UMAP Fund

In Trust” for UMAP Scholarship Program
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Example of Japan UMAP scholarship

Number of scholarships
Year 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | SUP-
Total
Receiving | 55 | 108 | 77 | 110 | 99 | 61 | 510
Sending 8 27 | 30 | 37 | 31 | 21 | 154
Year 2006 | 2007 | 2002 | 2008 | 2009 | Total
Receiving | 63 63 | 126 | 110 | 119 | 991
Sending* | N/A | N/A | N/JA | N/A | N/A | N/A

*UMAP scholarship for sending students has been combined
with other type of scholarship since 2006.
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Key activities of UMAP
94

1. UMAP has promoted the following three
activities using UCTS to all higher education
Institutions in Asian and the Pacific :

4 )
1.Exchange of UMAP Information Package

2.Exchange of UMAP Study Plan

3.Exchange of the UMAP Transcript.
\ /
2. Recently, UMAP has also developed and implemented

one unique student exchange program, called USCO
(UMAP Student Connection Online)




®)
What kinds of programs in USCO?

 Program A (Multilateral Student Exchanges)

 Multilateral student exchanges

e Tuition and fee waivers

e Special “consideration” for accommodation
« UCTS for credit transfer

 Program B (Bilateral Exchanges)
 Bilateral exchanges between two institutions
e Tuition & fee waivers depend on MOU
« UCTS for credit transfer

 Program C (UMAP Short Programs)

* For short (e.g. summer) programs, especially
culture, language, and area studies

* No restriction regarding tuition fee and credit
transfer
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Possible promotion of UCTS with ECTS

1.Utilize the student mobility between UMAP
and ERASMUS (e.g., ERASMUS MUNDUS)

2.Recognize UCTS and ECTS as an equivalent
scheme for UMAP members and European
universities, but no workload concept in
UCTS

3.Future Improvement of the quality assurance
of Asian and Pacific higher education with
workload based UCTS and learning outcomes
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Glossary

« ERASMUS- European Region Action Scheme for the Mobility of
University Students

« ECTS- European Credit Transfer System

« UMAP- University Mobility in Asia and Pacific

« UCTS- UMAP Credit Transfer Scheme

« USCO-UMAP Student Connection Online

« SEAMEO- Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization
« ACTS- ASEAN Credit Transfer System

« AUN- ASEAN University Network

« TUNING project- TUNING Educational Structures in Europe

[For more detail information]

« ERASMUS-MUNDUS
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/index_en.php
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REP B4 . BEHE R (Development of Higher Education)

EH+ 555 YRR/ & O L CHMERIEA L. BHAGE LA (English, but Japanese will be used only
when it is needed)
BHERHA - HAREEL - R - BBl 2 HAL (2credits) . 2 Ff(2hours)

YR« YR A28 E]) (HOTTA, Taiji) (Tel: 424-6284 ; e-mail: hotta@hiroshima-u.ac.jp)
Class Hours: ki H (Tuesday, 10:30~12:00)

Class Room: IDEC 201
Office Hour: /KiEH (Monday)? 15 I 00 43 ~16 Rf 00 43 (£ 721 7% Or by appointment)

I. Course Objective: This course focuses on the current issues in the development of higher education both
in industrialized and less-industrialized nations. Although the instructor will provide a series of lectures
on this subject, students are encouraged to discuss the issues this class introduces.

AREOBIL, BUfE, HROESEHE DX 52 OREZ R, BIZGE EEW T OGS 508 L,
W TA ATy arTHIEEHD,

II. Learning Outcomes: ZEKE (KR BEBER. BEEIX. UTOZ LB TEBH L5125, )

1. Students will be able to demonstrate general knowledge regarding some key issues in the field of
development of higher education in the world. &%ZE 7 2351 2 BEEFRBEIZ DOV T— A 72 Jn ik
IZOWTEHAT 5 Z &N TE 5,

2. Students will be able to describe the educational system and crucial issues of one’s own higher

education. JEEHE OREOEFHAHE, EEREICOVWTHHTE L0122,

3. Students will gain some experience to analyze and provide some alternative choices of approaches to
solve various issues in the development of education. Z(HE BHZIZB 3 256 HIE A odT L. RIREZ fR5

DR EFF O LN TE D,
ITI. Course Contents: 2N

1. Textbook: Xeroxed materials will be distributed by the instructor prior to class. All students are
expected to read the assigned material prior to the lecture. = v — X 7=&EEINZERIIC
Boft 5, BT BHIFRERNC P AEITHA TI RITIER 220,

2. Workload 5t (2 Credit hours in IDEC=4 Credits in ECTS/UCTS= 100 ~120 hours of workload)
Estimated total workload: 120hours

A. Lectures and reading assignments [65 hours] (2 hours X 14 times=28 hours and 4 hours X 9
articles=36) 7 & FEEMEMR (BRI EOT)

B. Assignments [22hours] (Preparation for two presentations: 10 hours x 2 times= 20 hours, and
preparation for two debate classes: 1 hours x 2 times=2): All participants are required to present
two country reports with appropriate handouts based upon the reading materials and some
additional information acquired independently from other materials. Z#-PfEH A TIE L7=F —
Z % BACRIATE R 2 ERL L, FHIHIC 2R, B R —LAR—FEEELTHH I,

C. Mid-Term Exam [12 hours] (2 hours in class and 10 hours for preparation at home): There will be
one mid-term exam in class. The examination will be an essay test. In the first half of the exam,
students have to describe some of the key issues in the development of higher education. The
second half, students will write an analytical essay related to the topics discussed in this class. H
FERBRA 1 Hd 5, BT, —vyv—7 2 GRREER) T, BB, SSEEREHR O =R
BIZOWTOFIT, %%, BETHRONZT —~IC BT 202yt — (MR Tho,



D. Final Paper [About 22 hours+]: As a final report of this class, a paper around 6-8 pages long with
appropriate references is required (A4 size paper, 10-12 point font size, double spaced). The paper
should be written in the format/style of an academic paper in English or Japanese and include a
formal citation style. (If a student is planning to write a paper in Japanese, the student has to get
approval from the instructor.) HiK#EERE L TCLAR— I R3HB, LAR— MEL, ZE L EIELWE
KTHHLIZ6~8 XR=VREDLDOTH D, I A X A4, XFH A X10-12 KA > b, 7
JWANR—R) FTo, UAR— M, EEE, 20 BARGE TIER S NI F 2 im OB T i auide

SYAAN
3. Grading:
Proportion of evaluation (FXAEFFAMDECLSY)
1 Attendance (Hf) 10%
2 Presentations and Homework (33 & F8RH) 20%
3 Mid-Term Exam (1 fi75%) 30%
4 Final Paper (WKL 7R— 1) 40%

[Expected performance for evaluation] FEffiZ:%E

1 Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. If a student does not attend a class, the
student will lose 3% out of 10%. If the student misses more than three classes, he/she will lose the
entire 10%. This policy applies to any sick leave as well. However, if a very serious problem arises,
which unfairly causes the student to miss class, I will decide the final treatment regarding this
matter based upon the situation.

2 Presentations and homework: Students are expected to present two country reports mainly using
the reading materials, which are provided in class. The presentation should be based upon a
summarized outline, typed and distributed to the class. At the end of the outline, one discussion
question should be raised, which class participants can use to open discussion. The presentation and
handout have to be in English. However, it is possible for the instructor to translate some parts of the
presentation(s) if necessary for the presenter’s sake.

Homework is a substitute for the class on May 2nd, Students will be required to search some reading
materials and write a brief summary of the key issues.

3. Mid-Term Exam: For the entire test, students are expected to write all answers in the form of
sentences. OQutlines (only words, or phrases of some key concepts) will not be considered as answers.
Students must be concise and write analytically to achieve the highest marks.

4. Final Paper: Students are expected to demonstrate their academic writing skill on the issue. Thus,
the paper has to have a main thesis statement and the entire paper must be devoted to proving the
argument with appropriate citations. A descriptive paper will receive a lower grade.

[Allocation of points in grades] B

Scores . Grade in UCTS & New

Letter Grade in IDEC Undergraduates (2006~)
100-90% S(%) Excellent

A(fE)

89-80% A(E) Very Good
79-70% B(R) B(R) Good
69-60% C(7)) C(w) Fair
BELOW 59% D (A~ 7)) D(F 7)) Fail

IV. Tentative Schedule: (There will be a description of what students will learn and do in each session)

V. Reference List: (All articles and books used as textbooks for this class will be listed here)
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